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Author’s First Book Calls Men To Active Christianity
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It didn’t start out as a book.

But as McKinney author Steve Morris might tell you, the Lord works in mysterious ways.

One Friday last July, Morris, 49, sat down to write notes for a talk he was to give a Christian men’s group. After a couple of hours, he’d compiled more than 3,000 words, but was dismayed. It was way too long.

He asked his wife, Karen, an English teacher, to help him with editing. She took one look at his work and refused.

“No,” she said. “You’ve got the start of a book. Don’t talk, go!”

Morris pressed on, writing into the night, and continued throughout Saturday. By Sunday evening, he’d surpassed 13,000 words and done little else but write, eat and sleep for 48 hours.

Then?

“The Lord said, ‘Stop,’” Morris said. And that was it.

It just flowed,” Karen said. “That’s why I know it was inspired. It just came so easily.”

The result was Morris’ first book, "Down Set Hike," released last month by Pleasant Word publishing. In it, Morris calls Christian men to action and stresses a more involved approach to faith. A quick read, the book uses football - Morris is former coach – to describe the active and productive Christian life.

“My goal is to get men, first, out of the stands and to the sidelines, then off the sidelines and into the game,” said Morris, who teaches math at Allen High School, where Karen teaches.

“Men have decided to take a backseat in religion, more and more so the last 50 or 60 years,” he said. “We just aren’t engaged in the game. We aren’t involved in the outcome.”

Morris said football lessons are useful in Christian life.

“You’re gonna get knocked down,” he said. “You’re gonna get bruised. You’re gonna get broken, sometimes. The question isn’t, ‘Is it gonna happen?’ It’s gonna happen. The question is … ‘Do you know how to get back up?’”

Said Karen, “I’m very proud of what he’s doing and the way that God is using him.”

Karen’s daughter, Laura, 27, a Texas A&M journalism major, edited Morris’ book.

He located a Christian publishing agent in New York City, through the Internet, to steer the process.

Though too early to gauge sales, Morris said he is pleased to have drawn 45 people to his first book signing last month in Dallas.

John Morton, 37, of McKinney highly recommends the book. “I enjoyed the book because it’s very easy reading,” he said. “It’s very well-written.”

“I was very encouraged by it - just the sound theological message."

The Other Game
Morris was an assistant football coach and teacher in Texas high schools for 15 years, including stops in Princeton and Forney.

Wanting more time for “the other game," his Christian life, Morris took a sales position in 1997.

He was highly successful and made loads of money. The problem? He really liked the good life.

In May of 1999, Morris took a nine-day motorcycle trip, alone, down the Atlantic coast, sleeping on park benches most nights. There was plenty of time for introspection.

“The whole trip, the Lord was [saying], ‘OK, you’ve had fun,’” Morris said. “’You played golf two or three days a week. You had Cowboy tickets, you had Stars tickets.’”

“Time to get back into teaching.’”

Reluctantly, Morris obeyed, starting at Westwood Junior High in Richardson that fall. He missed a huge commission check by just days. 

Morris’ friends thought he was crazy, but he knew otherwise.

“Once you see what you’re supposed to do,” Morris said, “He doesn’t let you off the hook.”

Morris said he accepted Christ at 15. 

“I had a real faith at that age,” he said. “It wasn’t Mom’s faith or Dad’s faith. It was a real faith. It was something I claimed for my own.” 

Morris took it everywhere and that included Hobart High School in western Oklahoma.

“I’m one of the first guys in my high school, at that time, to actually carry a Bible in the hallway,” he said. “I was called ‘the ol’ Jesus freak.’”

How did that make him feel? “Proud,” he said. 

And what else but faith can explain a 5-9, 130-pound all-area defensive end? Morris played football throughout high school, but not in college, earning an Education degree at Oklahoma State University in 1981.

Raised a Methodist and Presbyterian, Morris, for a time, attended services in most every denomination of the Christian faith.

“I called myself an ’itinerant Christian,’ because it didn’t matter what the building said on the outside,” he said. “It mattered if I’d find God on the inside.” 

He met Karen met in a singles Sunday School class in Richardson. They were married in July 2000 and have lived in McKinney since. They attend Dallas Bible Church.

A Firm Foundation
“People say, ‘You have to be able to separate your faith and your work,’” Morris said. “I say, ‘If you can do that, your faith isn’t strong enough.’”

In Morris’ classroom at Allen High School, a small cross hangs on a wall, a Bible clearly visible. He said he’s not concerned about possible complaints from those opposed to religious symbols or discussion in public schools.

“People are very reasonable about it,” Morris said of Allen’s environment. “I’m serving Christ every day. That is my mission. I just happen to teach.”

Morris’ mother believed in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (KJV)

“She kept us in church every week,” Morris said, “even when there were trials in the home. When she and my dad got divorced, she still kept us in church and kept us involved in the youth.” 

Morris’ father was a successful, and busy, college football coach in Oklahoma. Morris said he was into his 30s, and going through his own divorce, when he and his dad began talking about “real stuff.”

“He really started sharing his faith with me at that point,” Morris said. “And I realized, ‘Here is this big man I’ve always looked up to, and there’s this gentle side when he talked about Christ, that I’d never seen before.”

His father slipped into a coma on September 11, 2001, after a long illness and died the next day. Morris was there. He said the experience taught him to be purposeful and make faith the main focus of his life.

Morris urges those searching for God’s plan to read the book.

“The Book, not my book,” he said, adding, "Down Set Hike" can be a valuable additional resource.

Whether the book takes off or tanks, Morris said his reaction will be the same. 

“I’ll praise God,” he said, “that I had the opportunity to reach one man for Christ.”

Book Signing

Morris’ next book signing is 10 a.m. to noon Feb. 10 at Market Street grocery, 6100 Eldorado Parkway. "Down, Set, Hike" is also available at the Plano Barnes & Nobles and on the Web at amazon.com, pleasantwordbooks.com, barnesandnoble.com, and others. 

Morris has appeared on Daystar, a Christian television network, and speaks to men’s groups and Sunday School classes. Contact him via e-mail at stevewmorris@tx.rr.com or call 972-542-8321. 

Did you know? 
Morris was a junior high coach in Odessa when Friday Night Lights, the book chronicling football-crazy Odessa Permian High, came out. He was offered a job at Permian then, but declined. “I just didn’t endorse the laxity that was going on [at Permian] toward the athletes,” he said...Morris’ father, Cecil Morris, was an all-conference football player for the Oklahoma Sooners in 1955, during OU’s record 47-game winning streak under legendary coach Bud Wilkinson.






